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contribute what lies in our power, if not to avert, at Thursday
least to circumscribe the calamities which threaten the July soth,
world."

When he sat down there was a look of bewilderment
amounting to awe upon every member's face. I got up
to go, but the fashionable females crowded round me,
pressing close and asking questions.

" Good Heavens ! Margot! " they said, " what can
this mean ? Don't you realise the Irish will be fighting
each other this very night ? How fearfully dangerous !
What does it mean ? "

The Orange aristocracy, who had been engaged in
strenuous preparations for their civil war and had neither
bowed nor spoken to me for months past, joined in the
questioning. Looking at them without listening and
answering as if in a dream, I said :

" We are on the verge of a European War,"

The next day, Friday the 3ist, while I was break- 10 Downing
fasting in bed, my husband came to see me.    Having Street,
heard in a general way that things were going a little
better, I looked anxiously at his face; but he said that
he himself had given up all hope, and left the room.

After a long Cabinet h*e lunched at the Admiralty,
and went to Buckingham Palace, where he remained for
over an hour with the King.

He arrived late at the House, having been kept by
an interview with business men in the city.

" They are the greatest ninnies I have ever had to
tackle," he said, " I found them all in a state of funk, like
old women chattering over tea cups in a Cathedral town."

He left me and hurried into the House to make the
following statement:

" We have heard, not from St. Petersburg, but from
Germany, that Russia has proclaimed a general mobilisa-
tion of her army and her fleet; and that, in consequence
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